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Agenda 

§  StatCan environmental surveys 
§  The Waste Management Industry Surveys 
§  Disposal data 
§  Diversion: recycling and composting 
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Our environmental surveys 

§  Survey of Environmental Protection 
Expenditures 

§  Survey of Environmental Goods and Services 
§  Industrial Water Survey 
§  Agricultural Water Use Survey 
§  Survey of Source Water Treatment Plants 
§  Survey of Industrial Processes 
§  Households and the Environment Survey 
§  Waste Management Industry Surveys 
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§  What we want to find out:  
•  Financial information 
•  Quantities of waste (hazardous and non-hazardous): 

§  Disposal, diversion (recycling & composting), exports, imports 
§  Per capita disposal rates tracked  

•  What we use - two surveys: 
§  Business sector : 1994, 1995, 1996, 1998, 2000, 2002, 2004, 2006, 

2008 
§  Government sector: 1993, 1994, 1996, 1998, 2000, 2002, 2004, 

2006, 2008 

The waste management surveys 
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§  Sent to waste management firms, including those that: 
•  collect solid waste and recyclables 
•  operate solid non-hazardous and hazardous waste disposal facilities 

as well as recycling and composting facilities 

§  The survey universe is derived from Statistics Canada’s Business 
Register  

 

§   The survey frame was developed using: 
•  revenue and employment levels that vary according to the province/

territory of operation 
•  2008: Number of surveys returned = 411 

Business Sector  
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Government Sector  

§  Sent to public bodies that have waste management programs, 
including: 

§  local governments  
§  waste management boards and commissions 
§  provincial waste programs 
 

§  The survey frame is developed using the following criteria: 
•  population… threshold varies according to province / territory 
•  if a municipality has a waste disposal or material recycling facility 

within its borders 
•  2008: Number of surveys returned = 682 
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Survey Response Rates 

§  Based on the number of respondents: 
       1998   2000  2002  2004  2006  2008 

•  Business sector:     75%   74%  75%  83%  83%  79% 
•  Government Sector:   90%   83%  91%  92%  88%  93% 
 

§  High response rates due to 
•  the extensive collection/processing infrastructure that exists at Statistics 

Canada 
•  mandatory nature of the surveys 
•  Familiarity of survey content to many respondents 



Waste disposal and 
diversion: a snapshot of 

the industry in 2008 
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Waste disposal by source 

§  Residential waste disposal fell by 4% from 2006, 
while non-residential disposal rose by 2%.  

§  Alberta had the highest proportion of waste 
disposed from non-residential sources at 76%, 
followed by Saskatchewan at 68%. 

§  Newfoundland and Labrador had the lowest 
proportion at 47%. 
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Waste disposal by source per 
capita 

§  Per capita, there were 256 kilograms of 
residential waste and 520 kilograms of non-
residential waste for each Canadian. 

§  Alberta: highest amount of non-residential waste 
per capita (855 kg). 

§  Saskatchewan ranked second with 605 kg. 
§  Newfoundland and Labrador: highest amount of 

residential waste per capita (429 kg). 
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Waste diversion per capita 

§  The amount of waste diverted per Canadian to 
recycling or organic processing facilities rose 
from 237 kilograms to 254 kilograms per person. 

§  NB, BC, QC and NS diverted more from landfill 
than the national average. 

§  Saskatchewan and Manitoba diverted at least 
100 kg per person less than the national 
average. 
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Materials diverted by source, 
province and territory 

§  Diversion increased by about 10% to almost 8.5 
million tonnes in 2008. 

§  49% of diverted materials came from non-
residential sources (virtually the same in 2006). 

§  NB (77%), BC (77%), QC (58%) and MB (56%) 
had higher proportions of waste diverted from 
non-residential sources than the national 
average. 
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Diversion by material 

§  There was an increase in the diversion of most 
materials, regardless of source. 

§  The largest increase in diversion was for 
electronic materials. 

§  Plastic materials prepared for recycling had the 
second largest increase in diversion (40%). 

§  Paper fibres (newsprint, cardboard and mixed 
paper fibres) make up the largest proportion of 
all diverted materials, accounting for 41%. 

§  Organic materials (composting) rose 22% from 
2006 to 2008 to 2.4 million tonnes . 
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Local government finance 

§  Operating revenues for governments from the 
provision of waste management services 
reached $1.8 billion in 2008.  

§  Current expenditures totalled $2.6 billion, 
compared to $2.1 billion in 2006.  

§  Full-time employment in the government sector 
of the waste management industry rose by 
approximately 5%. 
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Local government WM expenditures 
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Local governments: relation 
between expenditures and 
diversion 

§  An examination of per capita expenditures on 
waste management activities and the amount of 
waste diverted per capita indicates that those 
provinces that spent more money per capita 
were generally able to divert greater amounts of 
waste per person. 
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Waste management business 
sector 

§  Between 2006 and 2008, revenues of Canadian 
businesses providing waste management 
services climbed 13%. Full-time employment by 
these businesses increased nationally by 
about 13% during the same period. 
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Upcoming 

§  2010 reference year waste surveys in the field 
(mailed out this Monday) 

§  The Waste Management Industry Survey: 
Business and Government Sectors report (for 
2008 reference year) is available online at 
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/bsolc/olc-cel/olc-cel?
catno=16F0023X&lang=eng 
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Thank you! 
 

Geneviève Clavet 
Environment Accounts and Statistics Division 

Statistics Canada 
613-951-0615 

genevieve.clavet@statcan.gc.ca 
 

Statistics Canada website: www.statcan.gc.ca 
 
 



Waste disposal 

§  Nationally, the amount of waste sent to private 
and public waste disposal facilities remained 
relatively stable between 2006 and 2008, 
totalling about 26 million tonnes in 2008.  

§  New Brunswick saw the greatest decline in 
waste disposal, with a drop of approximately 6% 
between 2006 and 2008.  

§  Saskatchewan had the highest increase, at 
approximately 8% over the same period. 
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Expenditures per capita for local 
governments 

§  The local governments of Nova Scotia and 
British Columbia spent the most per capita on 
the operation of disposal facilities. 

§  The local governments of Nova Scotia spent the 
most per capita on the operation of recycling 
facilities. 

§  The local governments of Nova Scotia spent the 
most per capita on the operation of composting 
facilities. 
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